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Welcome to Baptism 
 
Dear Friends, 
 
Thanks for enquiring about Baptism at Campbelltown Anglican Churches. 
We love being involved in this special time in a family’s life but most 
importantly, we love helping children and parents grow as followers of 
Jesus. 
 
Baptism is a significant moment in a person’s life. The practice stems 
from the command of Jesus in Matthew 28:16-20. Jesus instructed his 12 
disciples to “go and make disciples of all nations, baptising them in the 
name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit and teaching 
them to obey everything I have commanded.” To that end, baptism is 
something Christian people do in recognition of the fact that they are  
followers of Jesus and are seeking to do everything he commanded. In 
the case of children, those born into Christian families are baptised on 
the understanding that they will be brought up to know, follow and 
obey Jesus. 
 
This is why we have invited you to join us at church. We hope you will 
become part of God’s family here at Campbelltown Anglican and grow 
in your faith, being encouraged and encouraging others. 
 
Many people come to us seeking baptism for their children but are un-
certain or unclear in their faith. We love helping people find clarity and 
will probably invite you to join one of our Exploring Christ classes. We 
can talk more about that when you come to church. 
 
We look forward to seeing you one Sunday soon.  
 
With Thanks 
 
 
 
 
 
Nigel Fortescue 
Senior Minister 



4 

 

St Peter’s Campbelltown 
 

Baptism 

 
 
 
Timothy is baptised today on the understanding that he will be brought up 
as a faithful member of the church, following Jesus Christ.  As children 
grow, they need encouragement, teaching and the help of a good exam-
ple, so that they may learn to worship God, to pray, to put their faith and 
trust in Jesus Christ as their personal Lord and Saviour, and to take their 
place in the life of the Church. 
 
Timothy must indeed make his own response of faith in Christ when he is 
able.  It is important therefore that those of you who already trust in Christ 
teach and encourage Timothy in the same faith and today you are invited 
to make the baptism promises on his behalf. 
 
 
To Parents and Godparents, 
Are you a follower of Jesus Christ and a member of His church, sincerely 
believing the promises of God? 
I am. 
 
Do you repent of your sinfulness and trust Christ as your saviour? 
I do. 
 
Do you renounce evil and the empty and false values of this world? 
I renounce them all. 
 
Are you willing to teach and encourage Timothy in the Christian faith, an-
swering for him now, and accepting responsibility for his Christian upbring-
ing? 
I am willing. 

 
Timothy Kai Shun Law 

20th December 2013 
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I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth; 
and in Jesus Christ, his only Son our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, dead and buried . He descended into hell.  
The third day he rose again from the dead.  
He ascended into heaven, 
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty; 
from there he shall come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit; 
the holy universal church;  the communion of saints; 
the forgiveness  of sins;  the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen 

 
Do you hold firmly to these beliefs?  All this I firmly believe. 
 
Will you with God's help, strive to live according to God's will and serve 
him faithfully throughout your life?  I will. 
 
To the Congregation 
Will you with God's help, strive to encourage Michael, Anne and Timothy 
to live according to God's will and serve him faithfully throughout their 
lives?  We will. 
 
The Baptism 
 
Prayer 
O Lord of grace, by whose Word and Spirit the whole of your church is 
instructed and preserved, lead Timothy we pray into the fullness of your 
grace.  Grant that he may know the power of Jesus Christ's risen life.  And 
keep us all true to Christ crucified and strong to endure to the end in His 
service, through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

 
Congregational response 
We receive and welcome you as a fellow member of Christ's family. 
Fight bravely under his banner against sin, the world and the devil and 
continue Christ's faithful soldier and servant to your life's end.  Shine 
as a light in the world to the glory of God the Father.  Amen. 
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An alternate to Baptism 
 
 

Service of Thanksgiving for 
Nicola Jasmine Whitehall 

 
 

Friends in Christ, we have come together today to celebrate God’s gra-
cious provision in the gift of Nicola, to pray for her future, and for James 
and Suzanne in their responsibilities as parents. We know from the Scrip-
tures that every good thing comes from the Lord and that he cares for all 
things. Every animal of the forest is His, He feeds the cattle on a thousand 
hills, He knows every bird in the mountains, and even the hairs on our 
heads are all numbered by Him. He has given us every good thing in 
Christ. 
 
So let us thank God for His goodness by praying together. 
 
Gracious God, we thank you for the gift of families and the natural ties 
of love and affection that are part of your creation. We thank you for 
the gift of parenthood and the joys of raising children. Enable James 
and Suzanne to bring Nicola up in the care and security of a loving 
home. Keep them safe from the evils of this world, that this child might 
grow strong in her knowledge of you and of your Son, Jesus Christ. 
Amen 
 
The Blessing 

James and Suzanne wish to give thanks to God for the birth of Nicola. 
They invite us to pray with them for God’s blessing on her. Let us pray. 
 
Eternal Lord, We thank you for the gift of life and for the wonder of cre-
ation. We also thank you for the privilege of parenthood and the birth 
of Nicola. May she grow up in health and safety; may she grow in 
wisdom and compassion. In your grace, may she come to know the 
fullness of your love, through our Lord Jesus Christ. Amen. 
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To the parents… 
Do you seek God’s blessing upon Nicola as you bring her up as a citizen in 
God’s world? 
 

We do. 
 
Will you care for Nicola, pray for her and teach her God's purposes as 
they are known in Jesus Christ?  
 

We will.  
 
To the church… 
Will you support Nicola’s parents as they bring her up as a citizen in 
God’s world? 
 

We will. 
 
Nicola. May God bless you and keep you. May the Lord make His face to 
shine upon you and be gracious to you. May God look upon you with fa-
vour and grant you His peace. In the name of the Father, and of the Son 
and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen 

Prayers 

God our Father, Thank you for blessing James and Suzanne with the gift 
of a daughter. Give them wisdom, love and patience in their relationship 
with each other and with this child. Help them to teach Nicola about Jesus. 
Guide them with your word in the fellowship of your Church, and fill them 
with your Holy Spirit, so that they may serve you and give you praise and 
honour; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 

We thank you, Father, that you have set us in families, with relatives and 
friends of all ages. Help us to respect and learn from one another. We 
ask that in this family, Nicola may see and enjoy many loving relation-
ships, through Jesus Christ, who loves us all.  Amen.  

 
Our Father in heaven, Hallowed be your name, 
Your kingdom come, Your will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever.  
Amen. 
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Frequently Asked Questions 
 
What is Baptism? 
Baptism is a simple ceremony of washing with water that reminds us of, 
and symbolises for us, what Jesus has done for us at the cross. The Bible 
teaches us that in his death and resurrection, Jesus washed away our sin 
(John 3:16, Romans 5:8). Baptism symbolises this washing as water is 
poured over the one being baptised. 
 
So, Baptism does not make you a Christian, nor is it a precondition to be-
ing a Christian. Baptism is not a ticket to heaven. Baptism reminds us of 
God's promises and informs us by sight and touch.  It strengthens our faith 
in God's promises to us.  It is a long-standing Christian custom, but there 
are genuine Christians who are not baptised, just as there are many bap-
tised people who do not have true faith in Jesus Christ. 
 
What does it mean to be a Christian? 
A Christian is a person who can say: 
I turn away from: 
 ~  ignoring God; 
 ~  making myself the centre of life; 
 ~  trying to please God simply by good living. 
I turn to: 
 ~  trusting God for forgiveness; 
 ~  knowing that Jesus Christ died for me; 
 ~  knowing that I will certainly go to heaven; 
 ~  living my life under God's direction.  
 
What does Baptism symbolise? 
Baptism is closely linked to this idea of turning away from our old way 
and turning to God (which the Bible calls 'repentance'). The act of baptism 
symbolise the washing away of sin.  This is another way of speaking of 
God's forgiveness. 
 
Baptism is therefore only meaningful where there is a genuine decision 
and desire to follow Jesus Christ.  It is a commitment to following and serv-
ing him for the whole of our lives.  The Baptism Service itself expresses the 
expectation that the person will "continue Christ's faithful soldier and serv-
ant until their life's end". 
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What does the Baptism Service do? 
The service itself does not "turn someone into a Christian".  It is only a sym-
bol in the same way that an engagement ring symbolises engagement.  
Baptism cannot make a person a Christian any more than putting on an 
engagement ring can make a person engaged. 
But it would be equally wrong to think that the service had no meaning at 
all.  Baptism reminds us of God's wonderful promises to forgive our sins 
and to make us his children if we trust in Jesus Christ.  These promises are 
publicly declared in the reading of Scripture and in the symbolic actions 
that take place. 
 
Who may be baptised? 
Any person who professes faith in Jesus Christ as Lord and Saviour and 
has at least a basic understanding of the Christian faith may be baptized.  
In the case of children it is the parents and godparents who express this 
faith on behalf of the child.  This is only meaningful where the parents and 
godparents have a genuine faith in Christ themselves. 
 
Who can be a godparent and what do they do? 
Godparents are Christian people who, with the parents, commit to ensuring 
the person baptised is brought up to follow Jesus and be a faithful mem-
ber of the church. They should pray regularly for the child and provide 
encouragement, teaching and be a good example of what it means to fol-
low Jesus. The promise parents make are also made by godparents. 
 
Often, a person being baptised will have three godparents, two being 
male if a male is being baptised and vice versa. However, you can choose 
what combination of godparents you would like to have. 
 
What if I am not ready to take Jesus so seriously? 
There is no rush to baptise your child. We love journeying with people as 
they explore faith in Jesus. If you are not yet ready to follow Jesus with 
your life, but still keen to give thanks to God for your child, we can hold a 
Thanksgiving Service for you. This service offers prayers of thanks but 
does not involve water or washing. A sample sermon in in this booklet. 
 
When will my Baptism be? 
We organise dates for Baptism as we talk together about where you are 
up to with your faith in Jesus. 
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What Happens at 
Campbelltown Anglican Church 

 
Campbelltown Anglican Church is a church that loves people because God 
loves people. Jesus was a person; he came and lived here on this earth 
and together we celebrate that as a community of people. The people at 
our church are from all ages and backgrounds, singles and families. There 
is a place for every person. 
 
On site in Campbelltown you can join us at… 
 
8am Church is the service for those who like early mornings and hymn  
singing. The music is usually accompanied by the pipe organ and our ser-
vice follows an Anglican liturgy. Afterwards there is a cup of tea or coffee 
waiting with great company. 
 
10am Church meets in the school hall and is a service filled with families 
and people of all ages. We enjoy the energy of children and seeing them 
come to know Jesus in the family of the church. Morning tea follows where 
the children run around and play while the parents chat and have coffee. 
 
10am Indigenous service meets in the church and welcomes all people  
 
Sunday@6 is a contemporary service, starting at 6pm in the church hall. It 
is aimed at those who are young, (or young at heart). Sunday@6 has 
great music and many young families love the easy-going atmosphere. 
 
Our 7pm Service is a traditional service for those who want to spend time 
reflecting at the end of the day. It is a small, quiet group who are devoted 
and very welcoming. Once a month we follow the Evensong service from 
BCP. 
 
We have services in other locations and during the week. Check out web-
site for details. 

www.campbelltownanglican.org 
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What is a Christian? 
 
Towards the end of his time on earth, Jesus said:  
"All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me.  Therefore go and make 
disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and 
of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. 
And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age." (Matthew 28:18-20) 
 
Most of the time, we live like all authority has been to us. We make our own de-
cisions about right and wrong, good and bad. We live in God’s world but give 
little thought to God himself. Jesus reminds us here that he has all authority over 
the world and over us.  
 
A Christian is a person who recognises this to be true and then changes their life 
to show it is true. A Christian person stops trying to rule the world and run their 
life their own way and starts listening to the things Jesus says about how to live 
well in the world.  
 
Most importantly, a Christian recognises that Jesus died on the cross to bring us 
forgiveness for treating him badly. The punishment we deserved for ignoring 
God and rejecting his authority was taken by Jesus on the cross on our behalf. He 
removes our punishment and offers us forgiveness. 
 
A Christian responds to God’s love shown at the cross and the authority of Jesus 
by doing two things:  
 

apologising for ignoring him and rejecting his authority over us; and  
following him; that is becoming a “disciple”.  

 
Being a disciple of Jesus is much more than just trying to be good or doing good 
things. It is about changing your whole life so that it is not focussed on serving 
your own interests and doing what you want; instead, it is focussed on serving 
Jesus and doing what he wants.  
 
Of course, you don’t need to know everything to become a Christian. After you 
are a follower of Jesus you still need to be taught to obey everything he said! 
This teaching and learning happens when you gather with other Christians in 
church or in your home and when you read your Bible. 
 
You will note also that Jesus says there that Baptism is something you do after 
you become a follower of Jesus. It is a sign of that commitment Jesus has made to 
you and also a sign of your commitment to him. 
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Church Office 
Cordeaux Street (on Mawson Park) 

(02) 4625 1041 
office@campbelltownanglican.org 

www.campbelltownanglican.org 


